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There is no safer place for 

your account than the 
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~
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Locomotive I>eparl:ment 
Leone Schneider, Correspondent 

William H. Luebke, AFE estimator, passed 
away very suddenly at his home on 'dar. 30. 
He was at his desk as usual the previous day. 
Mr. Luebke was born in Milwaukee on ;'IIay 
24, 1880, and started his career on the rail­
road in 1898 as a clerk in the car and loco­
motive departments. In 1901 he became an 
inspector in the test department, a drafts­
man in the engineering department in 1912. 
and a valuation department pilot in 1917. 
He had been AFE estimator since 1923. 
;'dr. Luebke held the highest regard of his 
fellow employes in Milwaukee and also of 
the personnel in the Chicago general offices. 
Sympathy is extended to his family. 

Beverly Travillian is at a loss for words. 
She and her tonsils parted company re­
cently, so she couldn't tell us too much 
about it-at least not for a couple of days. 
Bev is a steno in the SMP office. 

Electrician William Rantllun is on the 
sick list. A speedy recovery is our wish. 
Electrician Harry Kerkow has also been ill, 
but we hear that he is well on the road to 
recovery. 

Machinist Fred Mohaupt retired on Feb. 
28 after completing 45 years of service. He 
was the oldest machinist on the list. His 
ability and his record as a shop mate were 
above reproach. Good luck and best wishes, 
Fred. 

The foundry extends sympathy to the 
family of George Korotkoff, a chipper, who 
passed away recently. He had been in poor 
health. 

Office of Mechanical Engineer 
and Supt. of Car Dept. 

Harold Montgomery, Correspondent 

Believe it or not, on St. Patrick's Day the 
Joe Drinkas welcomed George Frederick into 
the world. No.1 son Paul now has a running 
mate. This makes uncles again of Martin, 
Louis and Alex Drinka as well as aunts again 
of Theresa, Helen, Mary, Ann, Elizabeth 
and Dorothy. Note: Joe is ahead of the 
pace his father set many years ago. 

Jerry Meyer reports his store department 
bowlers went to Chicago and rolled in the 
Milwaukee Road tourney and also "rolled 
in the dough"! When the last shooting 
was over they had gathered in $117.50. "Big 
John" Rogutich was the "big gun," winning 
the singles (617) scratch and also the All 
Events. The other boys who helped were 
Tom Taughter, W. Smith, G. Voth, W. 
Schindler and Jerry Meyer. 

the upholsterers bowling team also 
came through with colors flying-they had 
a $78 hold on the prize list. The lucky boys 
included Ray Moiling, Ed Watts, Joe Borow­
ski, Red Gleisxner and Ben Homa. The big­
gest split in bowling circles was made by 
the writer, H. J. Montgomery, during a 
sweeper. In attempting a spare, the ball hit 
the pin and, 10 and behold, the ball split in 
half. Needless to say H. J. was handicapped 
and lost out. But the bowling ball people 
came across with a new ball and seven days 
later H. J. was back in again, this time a 
winner to the extent of some $60. 

On .'lIar. 9 funeral services were held for 
Lt. Paul Wernich, under auspices of Mil­
waukee Road Post No. 18. Paul wOTked in 
the freight shop as a carman apprentice. He 
was among the first to go into Army service 
and was, I believe, the first Milwaukee Road 
boy at .\Iilwaukee to be killed in action 
(Aug. 6, 1943 in a Flying Fortress over 
Naples, Italy). He is survived by his wife, 
Mary LOll and son Paul. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVISION 
Northern Montana 

Pat Yates, Correspondent 

Yardmaster A. J. Dougherty from Harlow­
ton spent a week in the Lewistown hos­
pital having a general check up. 

We are happy to report the recent mar­
riage of Engineer Graham Switzer to Miss 
Elizabeth Williams of Boise, Idaho. Mrs. 
Switzer will finish her term as teacher in 
the Great Falls school and they will then 
make their home in Lewistown. 

Section Foreman John Gamell is spend­
ing his vacation visiting in Newark, N. J. 

A baby daughter was a recent arrival in 
the home of Brakeman and Mrs. M. C. 
Barney. The young miss was named 
Sue Ann. 

Conductor Ed Dunn has tossed his hat in 
the political ring and is running for mayor 
in the April election. 

The following changes are to be made 
in the freight and passenger office in Great 
Falls: Chief Clerk 1. P. Cowling will be 
transferred to Tacoma as chief clerk; 
Julian Pessein, traveling freight and pas­
senger agent, to Miles City in the same 
capacity; and H. C. Brisbane of Miles City 
to Great Falls as chief clerk in the freight 
and passenger office, at his own request. 

Section Foreman A. E. Mitchell of 
Choteau will be returning to work soon 
after his long illness. 

The Answer to Your Neoting .orohlem 
is a 

WARM MORNING COAL HEATER 
For Sale by Leading Coal Merchants 

and 
Distributed by 

Retail Stores Everywhere 

REPUBLIC COAL & COKE CO • 
General Offices: 8 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 

Branch Offices: St. Louis, Minneapolis, Indianapolis, Peoria, Detroit, Milwaukee, Cleveland, New York, Cincinnati, Evansville, 
Washington. Philadelphia. Lake Michigan Dock at Milwaukee 
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"8oomer"
 

HE HAD friends allover the sys· 
tem, did Boomer, the famous pipe. 
smoking dog of Harlowton, Mont., 
and when he died early this year a 
number of them took pains to see 
that his passing should ·not go 
unremarked. The facts of the 
story related here were obtained 
from two of his long-time admirers, 
Adolph C. Kn1l!dson, car depart. 
ment laborer at Harlowton, and 
L. C. McKinnon, Three Forks, 
Mont. 

RAIN or shine, he was always on 
the platform in front of the station 
to meet the passenger trains. Thou­
sands of people have seen him there, 
waiting patiently with a briar pipe 
hanging low in his mouth. He greet~ 

ed them all alike, friendly but not 
forward with anyone. 

This was Boomer, the versatile 
dog which belonged to Phil Leahy, 
night foreman of the Milwaukee 
Road roundhouse at Harlowton, 
Mont. Boomer bummed into town on 
a Milwaukee Road freight train one 

Boomer loved his pipe and it was always 
with him. This is the characteristic pose 
which appecns on the souvenir postcards. 

winter day about 10 years ago, for­
aged around for several days and 
then turned up at the roundhouse 
where Phil gave him food and a 
warm place to sleep. It was the be­
ginning of a friendship which was to 
become famous all over the Rocky 
Mountain Division. 

Under the tutelage of his new 
master Boomer learned many tricks, 
such as standing on his head, wear­
ing safety goggles, singing, carrying 
a flashlight and smoking a pipe. One 
which everyone liked to watch was 
the act he put on when Phil asked 
him if he was tired. Whining mourn­
fully, he would look up at him with 

April. 1949 

great tears in his eyes. Or asked if 
he was hungry, he would howl in a 
low pitiful voice which was bound to 
stir sympathy. 

At work or at play, Boomer was 
always at Phil's side. He always ac­
companied him when he went over to 
the depot to meet the passenger 
trains and through the years he be­
came a great favorite with the travel­
ing public. Snapshots of him puffing 
on his briar made their way into 
many albums, his picture appeared 
in magazines and newspapers, and 
postcards bearing his likeness were 
sold in Inter-State lunch rooms. He 
was popular with the personnel on 
the Columbian and the Olympian 
Hiawatha and during their stops 
they always asked about the pipe­
smoking dog. 

When the crews came into the 
roundhouse at night someone was 
always sure to call, "Hello, Boomer." 
It was just as natural to find him 
there as it was to hear the shift 
whistle. 

So the years slipped by and no 
one realized that Boomer was grow­
ing old until he became sick. For 
over a year then the Leahys gave 
him the best of care that could be 
obtained, but despite their loving at­
tentions he was called home. He was 
buried in a special handmade casket, 
fit for a king of the animal world. 

Boomer does not need a monu­
ment-his memory lives on in the 
hearts of his friends. They are sure 
he is happy wherever he is and are 
content in the knowledge that he 
had better than a dog's life on earth. 

• 
Thomas A. Edison's capacity for con­

centration and hard work was exceeded 
only by his modesty. Once, upon being 
complimented as an inventive genius, 
he replied: "I'm a good sponge. I 
absorb ideas and put them to use. Most 
of my ideas belonged first to other peo· 
pie who didn't bother to develop them." 

-National Patent Council 
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Ski School Backers Win "A Bunyan"
 

The activities of the Seatlle Times Ski School at the Milwaukee Road Ski Bowl 
during the past winter won for the Seatlle Times the coveted Paul Bunyan Award, 
a certificate presented annually by the Seattle Chamber of Commerce to the firms 
or individuals who have brought favorable publicity to the city. Chester Kimm (left), 
chief judge, is shown here presenting the plaque to Harry C. Cahill (center), general 
manager of the Times, and Robert L. Twiss, director of the ski school. The Times was 
awarded first place in Class C, publicity and graphic promotional campaigns. Much 
of the material used in its presentation was furnished by the Milwaukee Road and a 
part of it consisted of clippings from the Milwaukee Magazine. 

SEATTLE GENERAL OFFICES 
Margaret Hickey, Correspondent 

Miss Leda Roberts, secretary to general 
passenger agent, was married to George 
Schreiner on Mar. 5. Mr. and Mrs. Schreiner 
will continue to make their home in Seattle. 

On Mar. 17, for the 31st consecutive year, 
E. P. Sima, equipment supervisor, donned a 
tie given him by his mother for his birthday 
on Mar. 17, 1918. While it is not the brilliant 
green it was originally, it is still a good look­
ing tie. 

We are happy to report that Mrs. Lois 
Herren, secretary to general freight agent, 
is getting along nicely following her recent 
operation. We hope to see her back on the 
job soon. 

J. N. Davis, general attorney, returned 
the latter part of March from a motor trip 
through California. He was accompanied by 
his nephew, John Ferry of Chicago. 

Harry Arnold, former assistant to general 
manager now retired, suffered minor bruises 
in an automobile accident on Mar. 25, 
which resulted in his spending several days 
in the hospital. Understand he is now at 
home nursing a beautiful black eye. 

Miss Evelyn Jensen is the new stenogra­
pher in the law department, succeeding 
Jean Benner. 

T. H. Maguire, assistant general attorney, 
accompanied by Mrs. Maguire, left the first 
part of April for Washington, D. C. They 
planned to visit their son and daughter-in­
law, Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Maguire, Jr., in 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

38 

I & DDIVISION 
Karen B. Rugee, Division Editor 

Little Pat Sevedge is happy these days be· 
cause he got his wish-a baby sister. Betty 
Rae arrived on Mar. 19. The parents are 
Trainmaster and Mrs. Maurice T. Sevedge. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Zack have returned 
from a six-week trip to Mexico City and 
Acapulco, Mexico. They also visited friends 
in McAllen, Tex., and attended the New 
Orleans Mardi Gras. Their daughter Bonnie, 
who is a chemist with the H. 1. Thompson 
Company at Los Angeles, accompanied 
them. 

Mrs. Carl Anderson. wife of train dis­
patcher at j\Iason City, 'who was hospitalized 
with virus pneumonia, is now recuperating 
at home. 

This correspondent would have traded her 
nurse's aide training for an A-I first aid 
course recently when she arrived home to 
find that her mother, ~Irs. E. E. Bradberry. 
widow of former passenger conductor, had 
cut her arm on a broken milk bottle. A rusb 
trip to the doctor revealed a cut artery. 
We're practicing Safety First now and carry· 
ing one bottle at a time, instead of three. 

The sparkle in Loretta l\TcGee's eyes 
these days is no doubt a reflection of the 
sparkle in that new diamond. Loretta is 
steno·clerk in the l\Iason City freight office. 

At this writing, H. :'II. Davis, train dis· 
patcher at IIIason City, has just undergone 
an emergency appendectomy. He's probably 
not feeling so hot right now but we are all 
hoping he comes through with the least 
discomfort possible. 

Conductor E. G. Larson and wHe have 
returned to l\lason City after an extended 
visit in southern California. While in Los 
Angeles they visited Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
E. Wenig and family. Mr. Wenig is a 
l\Iilwaukee employe now on leave and for 
the past several years has been on the West 
Coast as conciliator with the Federal Media­
tion and Conciliation Board. Mr. and Mrs. 
Larson also made a side trip to Old Mexico. 

We don't know what the chances are for 
a perfect cribbage hand, but we understand 
that they don't happen very often. How­
ever, it did happen to Engineer Harry Gus­
tafson recently in a game with Walter Davis, 
Floyd Lightbody and A. Althoff. Harry held 
the Jack of Diamonds, 5 of spades, 5 of 
clubs and 5 of hearts, and cut the 5 of 
diamonds. 

Sioux Falls Line 
F. B. Griller, Correspondent 

Congratulations are in order for Robert 
Bird of the Sioux Falls car department who 
aunounced the birth of a son on Mar. 14. 
to nderstand that he will be named Patrick. 
Grandpa John Bird sez, "Another deer 
hunter in the familv". 

Engineer Roy R~mslo left for Washing­
ton, D. c., on "dar. 20 to visit relatives. 
Thence to New York for the sights. 

It's "grandpa" again for Trainman 1. A. 
Quine, Sioux City. His daughter, Mrs. 
1. M. Horner, gave birth to Peggy Coleen 
on l'dar. 5 at Sioux City. 

The Milwaukee Road Women's Club 
Chapter observed the 25th anniversary of 
their club on :\Iar. 25, with a luncheon in 
the club rooms. 1\lrs. G. W. Loderhose 
and Miss Etta Lindskog of Chicago were 
among the out-of-town guests. 

Sioux City and Western 
Branch Lines 

Robert Petersen, dining car cook, in ser· 
vice three years. has announced his engage· 
ment to :'IIiss Virginia Curtis, daughter of 
:'IIr. and Mrs. John Curtis of Sioux City. 
:'IIr. Curtis is a boilermaker for the Road 
at the Sioux City yard. The wedding date 
has not been set. 

Sanborn-Rapid City 
Albert 1. Gall, Correspondent 

Sorrv to hear that C. E. Dunn. conductor 
at Mitchell, was in the hospit~l. At this 
w-riting he is back home and on the road 
to recoverv. 

Fireman' Johnny Severson, Rapid City, 
was married to Lucille Morgan on Mar. 3. 
They will be at home at 716 Fifth Street, 
Rapid City. This big event was somewhat 
delayed by "The blizzard of '49." 

1. J. Carey is now the third trick operator 
at Rapid City. Gerald Albertz was the tem­
porary operator. 

Gail Hornocker, Rapid City sectionman, 
has been confined to his home by illness. 

The Fay Higgins (first trick dispatcher at 
:'IIitche1l) family recently enjoyed a visit from 
their daughter Kathleen who stopped over en 
route from her home in Berkeley, Calif., to 
visit with her brother, Dr. M. C. Higgins, in 
Chicago. 

C. J. Kuckelburg, agent at Presho, has re­
turned from a visit in California. E. W. 
Huntsman was relief agent during his 
absence. He is now agent at Interior. 

We understand that W. K. Peterson, for­
mer agent at Sanborn, has been appointed 
traveling auditor. C. H. Severance has been 
appointed agent at Sanborn. 
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Reg.U.S. Pot. Off. 

DE-IONIZED
 
WATER
 

for Diesels 
WHh Dearborn's new De-Ionizing 

equipment, the high-purity water re­
quired by Diesels can be produced 
in quantity and dispensed to Diesels 
right in the terminal. 

This mineral-free water is com­
parable to distilled water .•. but 
the cost is far below that of distilla­
tion. Costs only a few cents per 
thousand gallons. Some units now 
in service deliver as high as 60.000 
gallons or more daily. 

UNION REFRIGERATOR TRANSIT LINES
 
4206 N. Green Bay Ave.,
 

Milwaukee 12, Wisconsin
 

Water from De-Ionizing units pro­

vides insurance against scale and
 
corrosion on heat transfer surfaces
 
and water passages.
 

Send for book "Dearborn De-Ioniz­
ing Systems." It contains complete 
details. 

DEARBORN CHEMICAL COMPANY 
310 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago.4
 

205 E. 42nd St., New York
 
807-15 Mateo St., Los Angeles
 
2454 Dundas St., West, Toronto
 

Youngstown Steel Slides for Repairs to Freight Cars 
Youngstown Corrugated Steel Freight Car Doors 

Camel Roller Lift Fixtures 

Youngstown Steel Door Co. & Camel Sales Co. 
-OFFICES­

332 S. Mi.hig.. Aye. The Ar...d. 500 Pifth Ave. 
Chi...g. Ct...,eJand New York 

-PLANTS­
Halllll1ond, IndiaDs • Youngstown, Ohio 

MAGNUS METAL CORPORATION
 

Journal Bearings and
 
Bronze Engine (astings
 

NEW YORK -:- -:- CHICAGO 
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THE NATIONAL JOY SMOKE 

)t,uve learned a lot 
when youve got RA: 

DA* means Pipe Appeal
r;t\. means Prince Albert 

• Hundreds of thousands of smok­
ers have learned that P.A.'s choice 
tobacco is mild and easy on the 
tongue. Prince Albert is specially 
treated to insure· against tongue 
bite! It's crimp cut, too ... to smoke 
cool and even down to the bottom 
of the bowl. Get P.A.! 

• Yes-many a man has learned that 
women find the man who smokes 
a pipe particularly attractive! And 
many a pipe smoker has learned that 
putting mild, rich-tasting Prince 
Albert Smoking Tobacco in his pipe 
gives real smoking joy and comfort. 

R. J, Reynulds Tobacco CQ., Winston-Salem. N. C. 
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