










make "River stay away trom his door" 
and out of the basement of Military Rail­
way Service headquarters. 

Hubert Lindblom, former ticket 
clerk in Minneapolis in a recent letter 
tells that he visited a basilica (church 
to our beathen readers) erected On 
the site of the place where Joa n of 
Arc saw her visions and first talked 
with the voices that inspired her to 
leadership of France in her dark hour 
several hundred years ago. He also 
visited her bome and attended a chilo 
dren's mass in the same church she 
once attended. 
H. M. Larson, our genial acting assist­

ant general passenger agent, was the 
happy host during the holidays to his 
son Richard home on furlough. Dick is 
an aviation cadet. 

Minneapolis General Offices 
Kitty Carll, Corresprmdent 

Jean Boutillier, our "draftswoman' in 
the engineering department, has joined 
the Waves and is taking her boot training 
at Hunter's College, N. Y., Katherine 
Adkins takes over Jean's duties. 

In the Milwaukee Bowling League, two 
girls have hit the coveted 200 level, 
Florence Mullen, of the Pioneers, got a 
201, and Gladys Mirocha of the Hiawathas 
got a 206 and a 247 in the same evening. 

The following appeared in the 
Minneapolis Star Journal: 

"An important Roer River bridge 
north of Duran, Germany, was de­
stroyed after two weeks of unsuccess­
ful ground attacks when Lt. ArtJ1ur 
B. Erdal/, Minneapolis Thunderbolt 
fighter pilot, registered two direct hits 
while dive· bombing the concrete and 
masonry span. a dispatch received 
Jan. 13, revealed." 

Arthur is the son of A. C. Erdal/ 
of the law department. 
G. E. Alvord, freight claims. is back 

at his desk after a forced vacation of 
two months. He tried to get his Chevy 
to climb a tree-result three weeks in 
the hospital and then home to get 
acquainted with his new place at Excel­
sior, ovelooldng St. Albans Bay on Lake 
Minnetonka. 

Frank Corcoran, Jr. was passing out 
cigars or something in the engineering 
department (he passed up this correspond­
ent); the event was the arrival of a new 
baby girl Beverly Jean at his home. 

Gloria Olsen is our new messenger girl. 

South Minneapolis Shops 
and Coach Yard 

Oriole M. Smytbe, Correspondent�
Car Department� 

Servicemen Notes 

Pvt. Donald C. Johnson, former carman 
apprentice at Minneapolis shops, who 
entered military service in October 1943 
and who is stationed with a railway 
operating battalion in India, writes of 
fighting tigers and wild animals all in 
thl' day's job. Sgt. Alfred G. Stratton. 
car cleaner at Minneapolis coach yards. 
enlisted in Army Air Corps in October 
1942, and is now stationed at Hunter 
Field, Ga., he had previous training at 
Sheppard Field, Tex. Two brothers, form­
erly car cleaners at Minneapolis coach 
yard, Corp. Joseph Barres with a tank bat­
talion in Europe, and Pfc. Walter Barres, 
with the Infantry in the South Pacific, are 
seeing service in widely separated sec­
tions. Warne J. Stonebraker, seaman, has 
seen lots of actien and is a member of 
the fleet in the Philippines and has had 
a year and a half of active duty. Sgt. 
Orville T. Granaas, helper at Minneapolis 
shops car department, was called te serv­
ice' in March, 1943 and is located with the 
Transportation Corps in Alaska. S/Sgt. 
Merle T. Jensen, with Air Force is sta­
tioned in England. He formerly worked 
at Minneapolis shops and at the coach 
yard prior to entering army service in 
December, 1942. Corp. John J. Rldz'lk, who 
entered the army in July. 1942, is with 
a railway operating battallon overseas. 

F.bruary, 1945 

WHERE RAILROAD WATCHES GO •••� 

~ailroad men insist upon watch chains that stand 

up under long and excessive use. They insist upon Simmons 

Chains. Since 1873 Simmons has designed many Quality 

Gold Filled watch chains expressly for railroad men. There's 

always a constant demand for them because they wear 

longer and still are better looking. 

Although there's a limited supply of Simmons Chains 

available right now, you may still find one 

today at your jewelers. 

R. F. Simmons Company 
ATTLE80RO, MASSACHUSETTS 
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He had worked as helper at Minneapolis 
shops. J. C. Schurstein, machinist's mate 
2/c, is on submarine duty in the South 
Paeific. He was a carman apprentice at 
Minneapolis car shops before j~ining the 
navy in July, 1942. 

South Minneapolis Locomotive 
and Store Depts. 

Tbelma HuH, Correspondent� 
OHice of Sbop Superintendent�

Soutb Minneapolis� 

Direct from headquarters of the United 
States Strategic Air Forces in Europe, 
comes the folIowing story: Sgt. John S. 
Burke, 21 year old radio operator and 
gunner, member of the crew of the B-17 
Flying Fortress "Ramblin' Rebels", has 
won the Air Medal in recognition of "ex­
ceptionalIy meritorious achievement". The 
Minnesota airman, defending his bomber 
from attacks by German fighters and 
braving intense anti-aircraft fire, has 
flown on missions attacking targets at 
Berlin, Merseberg, Cologne, LUdwig­
shafen, Bremen and other much-bombed 
cities in the Reich. Before entering the 
service, John was employed as a black­
smith apprentice at Minneapolis locomo­
tive shops. 

More from the 757th via Lt. Art HaIlen­
berg to Shop Superintendent Blyberg: 
"I'm getting a world of experience but 
I'm ready to come home any time. ''le 
have processed every locomotive from 
the States and now are processing some 
built in England. They have copper fire­
boxes and immoveable grates. Makes it 
a little rough on the boys that have 
to clean the fires. Everything must come 
out the fire door; no blower, either. It 
takes six hours to get one hot. Al Neese 
would have a fit. Col. King noW has the 
wings of a full colonel and Bill Hotz/leld 
is still making the Diesels tick." 

Judging from the letters that have come 

Seeing that supplies reach the men at 
the front is a vital part of this war and 
such is the type of service being rendered 
by James H. Mueller who operates a boat 
which is one of the connecting links. 
Corp. Jim is a former store department 
employe and son of B&B Foreman Jim 
:l1ueller. He air mails JVA as follows: 
"I've had some bad times over here but 
then of Course I've had some good times 
too. These countries over here close up 
everything about 10 o'clock, so if a guy 
wants to have a good time, he has to get 
it in a hurry. 

HaVing had ti;le misfortune to fall and 
injure his knee, Roundhouse Carpenter 
Axel Hugo is experiencing one of those 
vaca tions which none of us relish. Pete 
Christianson from the back shop is pinch 
hitting for Axel the whilst. 

Machinist '''elder Howard Stiles is in 
the hospital and will not be able to work 
for some time. 

Overheard on the observation car 
on No. 1/16 recently when someone 
upset an ash tray and the porter came 
to sweep up 1"' e clutter: "What's the 
idea of cleani~ it up so good, is the 
inspector on?" To which the porter 
replied: "The Great Inspector is com­
ing around one of these days and if 
your heart ain't right, you better do 
something about it". And, so saying, 
he went off through the car humming 
a Negro spiritual. 
The many friends of Marion R. Pherson, 

nee Marion R. While, welcome her back 
to the shop superintendent's office after 
her sojourn and marriage in Tacoma. 
Husband Ralph, following a short fur­
lough, returned to Fort LeWis to await 
further orders. You'll remember that he 
spent two years in Alaska and the Aleu­
tians. 

Veteran Storekeeper at the scrap dock, 
Theo Beal, who underwent an emergency 
appendicitis operation on Dec. 20, is' doing 
splendidly. 

in acknowledging the $10 
checks the boys received 
for Christmas, theY were all 
pretty well pleased. Among 
them was one from Pfc. 
G€orge N. Beyer, Cape l\lay 
Point, N. J., to Assistant 
General Storekeeper J. V. 
Anderson. And, did you 
know that George took unto 
himself a wife on Christ­
mas Day? Frances Ja-ku­
bice, a' Minneapolis girl 
and daughter of a Soo Line 
man. He w r i t e s Bill 
Creighton that they were 
married at the Base Chapel. 
He also says: "This is the 
third Christmas I haven't 
been home. I sure hope we 
never have any more wars 
after this one." 

"After three 'D' day land­
ings, we've brol<en away 
from the marines and are 
now n a v y again," Ray 
Nordstrom tells us. Also, 
"too m u c h stuff /lying 
around from both sides of 
this war. The sunsets and 
sunrises are beautiful over 
here but I'm awfully tired 
of them now. Give me a 
good old snow storm any 
day." If we didn't know 
Ray's reputation for ver­
acity, we'd take the follow­
ing with a grain of salt: 
"Say, did you ever see 
water run up h!l1? Out 
here its like that. You 
know that Jap bike I wrote 
about-when I think I'm 
going" to coast down hi1l, 
I've actually pumped all 
the way down and on a 
level stretch you pick up 
speed like the very dIck­
ens." One thing Ray didn't 
tell us is that he was 
wounded at Saipan and re­
ceived the Purple Heart. 
He has two brothers in the 

service. 

THIS FRINGED SCARF IS YOUR ALL­
SEASON HEADGEAR 

A lacy fringed scarf that is a bit quaint, but flatter­
ing to women of all ages, is yours to make. In wool 
or cotton, it is your all·season headgear. Crochet the 
scarf in bright colors and wear it for winter sports. 
Soft pastel colors will make it your favorite headdress 
for evening wear. This smart accessory is quickly and 
easily made. 

Directions for crocheting "Fringed Scarf No. 
1826," can be had by writing to The Milwaukee 
Magazine, Room 356, Union Station, Chicago. 

After frequenting his haunts for 30 
years, Fireknocker Harden Smith per­
formed his last duties at the Minneapolis 
roundhouse on Dec. 1, when he retired 
to enjoy a well earned rest. 

Word ha£ just been received that 
Machinist John Ritchie who retired In 
May, 1937, passed away at his home in 
St. Paul on Jan.• 10. 

Oh, yes and two other visitors recently 
were S. Sgt. Kenneth Gordier, down here 
at his old stamping grounds where he 
used to be a machinist apprentice. He 
has been serving as a belly gunner on a 
B-17 off English shores in 35 missions 
over Get'many; as weI! as Minneapolis 
Roundhouse Machinist George Garin's 
son, G. E. This boy was formerly an L&R 
fireman and is now a motor machinist 
mate 2/c in the South Pacific. 

You are all familiar with the story 
of an old English Christmas as told 
by Dickens. This is about a modern 
Christmas in France of today, wherein 
the characters are not ohosts but 
flesh and blood "he men"-American 
soldiers of the 757th Railway Shop 
Battalion and 60 French orphans. 
Many days prior to Christmas these 
men agreed to save candy from their 
PX rations in order that each child 
might have a bag of sweets-ice cream 
too, if you please, manufactured in 
a freezer of their own make, a replica 
of one they had made for a hospital 
train. And there were toys, lots of 
them-wooden ones, cut with a scroll 
saw, doll beds, cradles, chairs, tables, 
wagons, wheelbarrows, Donald Ducks, 
Wimpys, Big Bad Wolves, bunnies, 
foxes and pigs. All these things were 
made on their own time, and what 
works of perfection! They we r e 
painted, too, and by none other than 
VOlunteers from a group of 250 Ger­
man prisoners who came back to the 
worl< shop after supper. Major Moe, 
formerly of the Minneapolis round­
house, writes: uYou should ·have seen 
the comical expressions these prison­
ers painted on the faces of the ani. 
mals. They were so life-like you 
would burst out laughing to look at 
them. I wonder who got the biggest 
kick out of them, the American 
soldiers, the German prisoners of war 
or the French children". Thanks to 
our boys, those 60 French orphans 
were happier by two toys each, a big 
dish of ice cream, a bag of candy and 
everlasting memories. 
On Dec. 27, Earl Benson, storel<eeper 

2/c, nephew of B. M. Benson, chief clerk in 
the shop superintendent's office Minne­
apolis and son of Martha Bensen of the 
AFE bureau, Chicago, formerly employed 
by E. L. Murray, spent a day at Minne­
apolis, telling some of his experiences. 
Earl saw two years' service in the Pacific, 
having been in New Caledonia, Solomon, 
Gilbert and other islands. On leaving here, 
he was bound for Jacksonville, Fla., for 
further assign men t. 

Another visitor was Pfc. John D. Sedg­
wick of the Marines and former machinist 
apprentice at Minneapolis, who entered 
the service Jan. 17, 1942. He is the son 
of H&D Conductor John D. Sedgwick. 
John did duty at Guadalcanal, Bougain­
ville and Guam and spent 45 days in a 

-hospital at Pearl Harbor, as weI! as three 
months in a naval hospital at Seattle­
but with 33 days at home, one of them 
being Christmas, he looked happy even 
though he does have to report to Wash­
ington, D. C. John's brother, Lt. Grant 
Sedgwick, is in the navy. Some of the old 
timers will remember his grandfather, 
Robert Sedgwicl<, H&D engineer, who 
passed away some 25 years ago.

• 
With a grinding of brakes, an 

Army officer pulled up to the side of 
the road. "Say, sonny," he called to 
a small boy, "have you seen an air­
plane come down anywhere near 
here?" 

"No sir," dedared the boy, stick­
ing his slingshot behind his back. 
"I've just been shooting at a bottle." 
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The New� 
AIReO-DB 
No. 10 RADIAGRAPH 

A time and money saver on 

steel plate cutting - at an 
Stop Corrosionunusually attractive price. 

inside and outside 
lri'terior of metal tanks can be thorough­

Any railroad shop outting steel sheets and plates in straight lines, arcs or circles ly protected against corrosion without in 
any way contaminating the' water. Quicklywill find use for at least ,one, and plenty of profit from its use. 
applied and tank restored to service in 
three days. Single coat sufficient. Ex·

WHAT THE NO. 10 RADIAGRAPH WILL DO terior also thoroughly protected as well 
as framework, supply lines, fittings, and1. With one section of track (fur. 2. Cut circles frO 3" to 85" in di. 
metal parts. nished as standard equipment) cut ameter, or arcs up to 42Yz" radius,� 

straight lines 5 ft. long, with either with either square or beveled edges.� 
square or beveled edges. NO 3. Cut irregular outlines to a limited DEARBORN CHEMICAL COMPANY� 
EXTRA ATTACHMENT FOR degree by manual operation of torch 310 S. Michigan Ave. 205 E. 42nd St.�adjusting arm. Do a clean, fast, Chicago New YorkBEVEL CUTTING. accurate job.. 

Send fo/' descriptive bullet;lI. 

SALESAIR REDUCTION COMPANY 
McCORMICK BUILDING, CHICAGO 

CHICAGO MILWAUKEE MINNEAPOLIS SEATTLIE: 

I� 
I 

MAGNUS METAL, CORPORATION� 

Journal Bearings and� 

BronzeEngine Castings� 
~. 

NEW YORK .:. .:. CHICAGO� 
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[ A simplified Annual Report of the American Railroads in their third year at war ] 

I N 1944, the railroads rendered to the American 
public the greatest volume of service ever per­

formed by any agency of transportation. 

For doing this job, they received about 9l1z billion 
dollars. That's a lot of money - but most of it 
was earned by hauling tremendous tonnages of 
freight for less than one cent per ton per mile 
and carrying passengers for even less than before 
the first W orId War. 

Out of every dollar the railroads received ­

38¢ was paid out in pay rolls. 

29¢ was paid for materials and supplies of all 

sorts and other operating expenses. 

19¢ was paid in taxes - federal, state and local. 

7¢ was paid in interest, rents and other charges 
- a great share of which went to insu-rance com­
panies, savings banks, endowed institutions. 

2¢ was .paid in dividends to stockholders. 

5¢ was left over in "change" to cover all such 
things as restoring roadways and equipment after 
the war, paying off debts, and providing reserves 
for the improvement of plant and the modern­
ization of service necessary to keep pace with 
American progress. 

oc.\AT/0", 

AMERICAN:.~RAILROADS
 
ALL UNIT-ED FOR VICTORY 
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