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Mrs Chaxrles Donnellys //

On August 11, 1226 you anthorized nme

7 4o make o survey to determine the feasibility amd advisability

of consiructing a new tumel tlrough the Cascade Range. This N ¢
survey was completed in 1927, and from the date so obbtzained we \\} N
have mads up topographic maps and projections for sevenr alter- gﬁ . é‘
nate schemesg, as outlined in Mr. Thia:rlll’ report to me of Februwyy ; v
N J
1, 1928, handed you herewith. { \',\ (1

In brief, our survey proved conclusively the contention
we bave consistently made that the Northern Pacific crossing of
the Cascades was the most favorable of eny of the Northerm Routes,
and could be reduced to a one percent contrelling grade againgt
eastbound traffic axd six~tenths percent against westbound fraffic

by the construwtion of a tunnel not in excess of five miles in

length.

It has besn extremely difficult teo obtain information on
the wetual cogt of long tunnels, both on account of their scarcity
and. the apparent rsluctance on the part of owners to give out in-
formation on this point, We have nevar been able t¢ oblain from
the Canadien Pacific the actual cost of their gix milae Connoughit
tunnel and have resson to suspect that their coshs were rather higha
The Moffat tunnel has just been completed and tha beat information

we have Desn able to obitain Indicates a cost of about two and one-
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