WESTERN ROADS HAVE SUFFERED.

CANADIAN PACIFIC METHODS STRONGLY
CONDEMNMNED IN CHICAGO.

CHICAGO, Jan. 6.—Westernrailroads have suf-
Tfered considerably by reason ef the competition
of the Canadian Pacifio. Their business has
beendiverted from them by the foreign roadiand
carted nearly all over the great North American
Continent before being laid down at the termi-
nal point. The shipper has received low rates,
but his goods have been on the road days longer
than if carried by Amerloan railroads, and the

money paid for freights has gone to enrich a
foreign corporation already richly endowed by
the Government and the c¢ountry through
which it rans. What makes the matter worse
is thatthe Amerioan roads have no redress.
The Canadian Pacifio has eut rates below the
Ppoint where business could be done by Ameri-
can roads and pay expenses. It is not solely a
question of keeping the inter-State ocommeros
lJaw. With the fourth section of that law, which
relates to the long and short haul, repealed, the
American roads would still be at a disadvan-
tage. Bubsidles and cheap labor give the Cana-
dian Pacifio the power of ocutting tarifia to a
rate which wonld be roinons for Amerioan
roads. The robbery has been going on for
years, and the spectacle has baen re-
sented of American roads pooling their
business and combining for the maintenance of
rates, while a competitor, running for the most
part through another ocountry, takes freight
from one part of the United 8tates, carries it in
aj roundabout way through Canada to another
part of the United States at 8 less rate than can
be sBuccessfully made by rallreads running
direotly beilweon the same points in this coun-
13y. With all the methods by which one rail-
road makes war on another in retaliation for
cutting rates, or to prevent the reduoction of
tarifis, at their command, the managers of
American railroads have been unable 1o compel
tho Canadian Pacitic to keep up the schedule
tarif That road has been a bully awmong the
railroads because it has kad the power to be so.
Instances are given by practical raflrond men,

showing that in order to divert freight to its
own road. the Canadian Pacific had subsidized -
agents handling the business, 80 that they gave |
it to the Capzdian Pacitic} instead of to 8 more |

direct line, at the saine rate at which the latter
would have taken it. The eflect of this was to
delay the receipt of goods by the purchaser,
withont benefiting either him or the ahipper.
The people benefited wele the purchasable
axenis, or the stockholders of the Canadian
Y acitic.

E. Ripler, General Traffico Manager of the Chi-
cago, Milwaukee and 8t. Paul Railroad, said to-

day that Western roads had auflered so long

from the competition of the Canadian Pacifie
that they had got used to it. Rates over roads
between here and New-York had also been de-
moralized for three or four years. °*1Itis dith-
cult to place the blame forthe cutting of rates,”
said AMr. Ripley. *¢*The demoralizationr ex-
ists, and the Canadian Yaciic i8 one
of the ohief ofienders. Who started the

rate ontting 1 don't know. I am notv

prepared tosay that the rapeal of the Inter-State
commerecs law would help matters. The thing
to do i8 to put & duty on goods at the froutler,
and there would have to be discrimination in
that For instance, while the Consunlar bond

shipments work to the disadvantage of Amerl-
cen roads in some 1nstances, they are ben- .

oncial in other cases. Some businers whioh
is done by the Grand Trunk Rallroad is
of this latter variety. I wouald make a differ-
ence in shipments made over a direct line run-
ning from ono point to another in this country
which in transit pass through Canada, and ship-
ments made 1rom one point to another in this
country by a roundabout way which takes the
shipment through Canada.

* Thero should be somcec way devised to pro-
tect the immigrants who are wheeled all over
The Continent bhefore being taken to their des-
tination in this country. Immigrants landed
by the steamers in Now-York are taken up
through Oswero, porthh of the chain of great
lakes, to S5t. Paul, and then seny down to the
homes they had selecied in the southwestern
portion of the United States. This is an im-
position on the mmmigrant, who knows no
better. He is on 1i1he road three or four
days longer than he would be Iif he
- had taken Dpassage over an American
. rallroad, whichk would have taken him

directly his destination. The emigrant does
not get a reduced rate for making tne detour
~ through stouy and snowy Canada. He pays just
as much as if he went by the direct American
lines, The agents who control the emigrants’
business receive cominlssions for diverting the
trafiic to the Canadian Pacitic. In dealing with
toreign toads I would take into consideration
the geoygraphy of the cduniry. It 1the
direct line between two 7pointa in this
country ran through Canada, I would let that
portion of any Canadian road covering the dis-
tance 40 business in such a way as to cause the
least Inconvenience and delay to American
shivpers making use of the line. The Canadian
F’ncitic 18 not g legitimate short line or a direot
line between any two points in this country.”

The Inter-State Commerce Commission has
been gatbering statistics about the divergence
of business from Amerlican roads by the Cana-
dian Pacitic for two or three months. Such evi-
dence as was obtainable i8 in the hands of the
commission, which will probably make a report
embodying 1ts findings before long. For the
reason that many of the railroad Presidents and
managers have made reports to the commission,
they are unwilling out of courtesy to that body
to 8ay apything for publication in the news-
papers until the report of the commission
has been made. They hope that the agitation
of the question by THE Ti1m S will result in some
aciion betng taken by Congress to talte the Can-
adizn Pacific out of the number of competing
Toads. It already does more than its fair share
of business even il it were an American road,
and every dollar paid into ii8 coffers is used by
it in developing interest foreign to this coun-
try. Jt I8 to Dbe regretted that the statis-
tice of Northwostern traflioc are limited
§0 that the commission has DbLeen unabie
to seouro figures showing the amount of busi-
ness diverted from roads running northwest of
Chicago. But for years the figures were obtain-
able on the southwestern business, and these
show a very demoralized state of the busineas,
owing to the methods of the Caradian Pacitic.
These fgures are In the possession of the Inter-
State Cowminerce Commission.

Mr. Midgley, Chalrman ot the Western Freight
Assoocjation, has been in communication with
the commission for rome timo and has rendered
it valuable assistance in showing up the
Swashbuckler methods of the Canadian Pacitle.

*To6 show you what the Canadian Pacifio has
done,” he said to-day, ‘" 1% Ia only necuseary to
refer to the rate of 51 cents which it made from
Boston to 8t. Paul. The rate over American
roads from Boston to Cleveland was 53 cents,
and from Boston to Chicago it was 73 cents,
while tha rate from Chicago to 8t. Paul was GO
cents. You ocan 506 that they were onrry-
ing freight from Boston to B8t. Paul for less
money than we weroe getting fromm RBoston to
Claveland or Ifrom Chicago to 8t Paul. Now
we could not afford to meet this rate of 51 eents.
It would have been snieldal. We have an agree-
mont, made since Jndge Brewer’s decision on
the long and short haul seotlon of the inter-
State commerce law, that we will stand to-
gether and mcet any rate made by the Canadian
Pacific trom Bosgton to Bt. Psul which does not
fall below 70 cents. Butlower than that we can-
not ¥o. Buoh action would be taken under the
Brewer decigion, and we think we are ablo 10
carry it out with that decision to back us up
and at the same time maintaln our looal tariits.
But ir we cannot Qo so the local tariil must be
maintained., even if we lose all of our l-astern
through business. People think that Now-York
is the greatest sbhipping city in the country.
That is not so. Pittsburg ships the wost ton-
nage, and the local business west of Pittsbur.ys
and Buffalo is of far more finportance to us thian
the through business from the Atlantico coast.
We ean better afford 1o lat the Canadian Pacite
carry the througzh business from Beston and
Negf-}‘ork 10 St. Paul than to cut our loeal
tarifi

From the New-York Sun.

'The simple facts are that both the Canadian rail-
ways and their American allies are systematically
enzazod in violaiing the Inter-State Commerce act
and the cusioms iaswws, to the great injury of our own
trunsporting lines as well a3 of the Public Treasury.

If treaties stand intho way of putling an end to
thiese abuses, let them bLealtered. If the regulations
of the Treasary Department proiect them, they
should e changed at once, no mattsr who owns
Soo " stock. This i3 common sense and baosiness
combined, and the outgoing Administration can do
no act which will reffect more credit upon it at home
or which will {0 morse to encourage the Canadian
people in their erort 1o get out from under the con-
trol of corrupt rings and Tory dominatiobp.
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