ST. PAUL SALARIES CUT.

8T. PAUL, Mareh 8.—Forseme months railroad
men have been preaicting a reduotion of sala-
ries on Nerthwestern railroad lines, but 1t will
occasion noe little surprise that the Chicago,
Milwaukee and St. Paul should be the first to
pust such a plan into effect. Last Wedaesday a
secret order went forth redueing wages of a
large number of employes 3313 per cent. The
exact namber affected by she eut 18 not known,
but it is understoed that the reduotion is con-
fined principally to the agents and oclerks, At
the same time there is a feeling that all the

other employes of the road will be called upon
shortly to share in the retrenchment.

Some of the English Btockholders have been
invesatigating the condition of the road with an
energy that even President Miller’'s visit to Eng-
land failed to pacify, and recertly certain
representatives of the forelgn owunership have
been in this country, A special meeting of the
Board of Directors has been oalled for next
Tuesday in Milwaukee, Bueh a sall is quite un-
precedented in the hiastory of the road. I{ has
given rise to the behief that the dissatisfaetion
with the management of the road hasz taken a
definite form. Some ebservers think that a
Receiver is belng talked about, and others think
a change of management has been determined
upon. In the recent financial statement the
grors earnings for 1888 showed a decrease of
$500,000, while operating expenses were In-
oreased $2,000,000, in spite of the heavy reduoc-
tions in the working force made during the year.

A curicus thing abous the present reduction
of salaries 18 that 1t is retroaotive, the order
lﬁla.vmhglbeeq issued on Marci 6, to take effeot on

aroh 1.
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