NEW = RAILROAD RATES

THE ‘ NORTH- WESTERN - WAR AND
- THE NEW EASTERN SCHEDULE. |

)

RUINOUS PASSBENGER. RATES BETWEEN CHI-

CAGO AND S8ST. PAUL-—-THE FIQOT EX--

TENDING TO OTHER  ROADS AND TO
FREIGHTS—EFFECT OF THE INCREASYD
TARIFF ADOPTED DBY 7THE EASTERN

IINES.

Cuicaco, Nov, 19.—A. raising of rates to the
eastward and a smashing of schedules to the west-
ward Is the rallroad situation at present as viewcd
from Chicago. While tho Eastern trunk Jipes are
coolly arranging for an increase of east-bound rates
5 cents per 100 pounds, the Western lines are cut-
ting at a furious rate. The trouble in the West
began in a guarrel about passenger rates between
the Milwaukee and St. Paul and the Rock
Island, and that row has bheen Intensified until
the present fare from St. Paul to Chiecago is 81
and the cut is extended to all tne towns in Minne-
sota which are reached by the two roads. It was
hoped the war would be confined to passenger
rates and would be fought out between the Rock
Island acd the Milwaukee and St. Paul, but the bat-
tle is about to become general among all the West-
ern roads and to involve both the passenger and
freight tariffs. It has been rumored for several
Gays that clandestine cutting bas been jrac-
ticed on grain rates to Chicago from points
in the North-west, and it {8 quite like-
ly the rumors =are true. Beginning with
to-morrow. the ficht becomes an open one, and a
general reduction of about 50 per cent. has heen
ordered, which will involve all the competing
roads. Rumors have been aftoat during the last
two dayvs that the Chicago, Milwaukee and $t. Paul
bad bezun cutting passenger rates from this oity
to Omaha. Inguiry at the company’s office hore
develops the fact that there is no truth in the ru-
mor, and that the Milwaukee and St. Paul siiil
charees S14 50—the regular rate—from Chicago to
Council Biuffs. It is quite probable, however,
thut tho Omsha rates, and probably also the
South-western rates will be cut this week, As
matters now stand, passenger rates to Western
points cannot be meaintsined much longer if the

fizht in the North-west is kept up, and even if the
North-western fight is settled there are prospects
that the Scuth-western as well as the Omaha rate
will be broken. DMuch dissatisfaction has been ex-
pressed lately with the working of the South-west-
ern passenger agreement, and it is understood that
the Burlinzton has already given notice that afrer
the expiration of 30 days it wiil withdraw {rom the
agieement, :

Although the Western roads only a few days ago
resolved to form a penersl lumber pool on all
Tumber business from Chicago to Wisconsin points,
and all Mississippi Biver points to Missouri River
points, sud that peuding the fixing of percentages
the revsular tariff rates should te maintained, yet
there has broken out another war on west-bound
business during the last day or two, wbich is aven
more serious than the war going on before the
apgreement to torm a new pooi was mude. Icfore
that the principal cutting of rates was practiced by
what is known as tiie Nortir-western lumber route,
running over the Chicago, St. Pau!, Minneapolis
and Omaha Road to Missouri River points; but the
rates from Chicago and Mississippi River points
were maintained tolerably well. Now, the cutting
is going on from Mississippi River points. The
rates being charged from those points now are
claimed to be much helosw the regular tariif rates,
aud consequently the roads from Chicago will also
Le compelled to reduce their rates on lumber from
Chicagzo to Missouri River points. ‘The Wahash
gives notics that, taking effect on Monday, rates
on lumber car-loads from Chicago to Kansas City.
St. Joseph, Atchison, Leavenworth, and Council
Bluffs will be 1214 cents per 100 pounds when des-
tined to the ar:ovo points, or points bevond via those
points. The rate to Omaha will be made by addiug
Omaha bridge tolls to the above rates. Of course,
all the other roads from Chicarzo running to Mis-
souri River points will adopt a simllarly low rate.

Dispatches were received yvesterday from New-
York by the agents of various roads in this city in.
forming them that the joint Executive Committee
at its meeting Friday had auzreed to advance the
rates on seventh and eighth ciasses 5 cents per 100
pounds, taking effect Dec. 1. Those classes include
the principal articles of freight being shiipped East,
namely. grain, flour, and provisions. The new rate
on grain from Chicagoto New-York will be 30 cents
per 100 pounds, and on provisions 35 cents. If the
railroads would aliow these rates tostand through-
out the Winter lttle fault would probably be
tound, as the railroads usually make an ad-
vance in rater at the clese of navigation.
But there is no prospect that these rates
wiil prevail very long if the harmonious re-
lations between the Iastern roads are nat
broken, and the prospects are that there will be no
serious rupture between them before that time.
Everything indicates that there will be a fight in
the Spring, as the relations between Vanderbilt
and the Grand Truck people aro getting more
s:rained c¢very day, and if these two parties get to
fighting the others cannot keep out of the contest,
But hefore thien the raiircads mean to make all the
money theyv can, no matter how wmuch the publio
interests may suffer thereby. They can charge ex-
orbitant rates only during the Winter, as during
the Sumtner they have the lake competition to
meet, and they mean to make the best of their
chances while they have the opportunity. For this
reason it is almost certain that a still further ad-
vance in rates will be made before Jan. 1,

'There was another increase in east-bound ship-
ments of flour, grain, and provisions from this city
during the past week, and the shivmonts during
the week are within a few thousand tons of what
thoy were for the corresponding week last year.
The incre:se in shipments is due, in the first place,
to the general knowledge that the rates would
seon be advanced, and shippers were anxious to
gat forward all they could at the present rautes. In
the recond place, shipments were considerably iu-
creased on account of the war among the North-
western roads. The latter have been bringing
here for shipment East large amounts of flour at
cut rates from North-western points, nearly the
entire increase the past week in east-bound ship-
ments being on account of flour, During the last
two weeks thefiourshipments huveincereased more
than 50,000 barreis. As long ag the fizht between
the North-western roads continues, ana until the
new east-bourd rates have gone into effect, the
flour shipments will continue to ho very heavy.
$hould the war in the North-west lead to a general
war among the Western roads, as is very probable,
shipments of all classes will larzely increase. In
such an event, the Eastern lines would reap a har-
vest at tire expense of the Westarn roads, It is not
probable, however. that the Western roads wiil
1uin their good prospects during the Winter by tho
cutting of rutes all to pieces, and even if they
do bhegin to fizht, it Is almost certaln
that the war will be of short duration, and the
Tastern lines will not malte as much monrey as thov
anticipate., The total shipments of flour, grain, and
provisions by the six Lastern pool lines for the
week ending INov. 183 emounted to 38,152 tons,
arainst 53,013 tons for the weex previous. The
total shipments for the corresponding weck last
year amounted to 40,963 tons.

ST, PavL, Yov. 10.—The cut of passenger
rates by the Omaha Road to and fromn St. Paul to
Chicago, and of freight rates to 80 per cent. below
the pool ratez, hag created intense excitement in
St. Paul and Minneapolis and in tue interior points
affected. These raies practically advance the

prices of grain on all points on the Omaha.

Line 15 cents per bushel. The cu:s amount to
50 per cent., thus making;the Minneapolis market 3
or 4 ¢cents per bushel for wheat within Milwsukee
prices. Tho cuis will affect all points on the
Omaha Line where there capn be a hit at the
Chicago, Milwaukee. and St. Paul. They iwere
fully met to-day by Loth of the other north-west-
ern roads. At 4:30 P. M. Mr. L. F. Boyvd, zeneral
passenger and ticket azent of tho Minneapolis and
S-, Louls, issued orders to sell tiokets by the Albert
Leo route at 50 cents each. The price of tickets
was 85, with a rebate of 84 50. The Chicago, Mil-
waukee and St. Paui Road have cutf the rate to
Chicago to %1, and made corvesponding rates at
competing interior points. They have also an-
nounced a freizht cut this wmornionz, which
i« that they will take graiu from interier
points to Minneapolis, permit it to be ground into
Jour there, and carry {lour to Chicago for 2 rate
amounting to 12 cents per bushel on the wkeat,
This? evening, PresidentiJ. J. ill, of the Manitoba
Line. was closeted with Mr, Merriil, but for what
urpoge was not mentioned. The Omaha folks

ave putout §,500 fiyers, scattered hroadeast, many
of them printed in seven different ieazuapes. By
train time Jto-pight the ticket sales amounted
to ©1000. The price of tickets by both the
Chicago, Milwaukeo and 8t. Paul and
Omabia Lines was 88, with & rebate of &7,
For points heyond Chicago tickets aro sold at the
rate from Chicaco, with the 81 to Chicago added
to it, which gzives also ommuibus transfer in Chi-
caro. Thus, if a traveler wants to go to Detreit
from St. Paul the fare would be €0, or $1 to Chi-
cazo and 93 from Chicago to Detroit. On the
straets all sorts of rumors were flving, One was
that to-morrow the Chicago, Milwaukee and
St. Paul will carry passengers from St
Paul to Chicaro for nothing. There will
be probably an immense amount of travel
during the w-ek. As soon as the news
is fully circniated at country points, strangers will
pour in. and probably there wiil be an exodus from
Dakota. Ali the traing went out fully loaded last
night, with the sleepers crowded. At the Union
Depot there wasnot a large rush of sales, tickets
havine been mostly sold by the offices of the roads
interested in the fizht. ‘The present prospects are
that unless peace is declared within 30 days the war
will continue for a vear, or during the run of this
crop. If asettlement should be effected the first
thing to be adjusted will be the question
that has been the foundation of the trouble, name-
ly, the putting into the pool wheat taken from the
territory north of St. Paul and Minneapolis and

mifled into flour by local mills while in trausit on .

all the lines, If this is adjusted by a willingness of
the Chicago, Milwaukee and St, Paul to accedo to
the demands of the other lines, tho war may ond;
otherwiso, it wlil not.
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