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BIG BLACKFOOT RAILWAY
VALUATION SECTION MONTANA 1.

Valuation Section Montana 1 of the Big Blackfoot Hail-
way covered the line owned by that Company, uxtfndi in a
ganaral easterly direction through Missoula and Powell Counties
Towr & comnection with the C. M! & St. P. Railway Company's Spur

;:nzunnur, ¥ontane to Brownes Lake, comprising about 80 milea of

Grading wae completed and track laid to a connection
with the Anaconda Copper Wining Company'e Logging Spur in Mile
Eleven in 1902-10-11. The grading on the remainder was under way

in 1210 whken work was discontinued, and it has not ae yet been
compleoted.

In September, 1807, a reccnnoisesance was made beginning
at Bonner, Montana, sand extending in a general northeasterly
direction aleong the Big Blackfoct and Clear Water Rivers. A
gecond reconnciseance of thie same teérritcory wae made in March,
1209, Thig lart reconncliesance wae followed by instrumental
surveys. The surveys at thie time did not terminate at Browns
Lake, but extended on north along the Clear Water River. Con-
struction wae begun on the first 11 miles in December, 1909, The
gurveys had been made rather hurriedly due to the fact that other
railroads had parties in the field at the same time, and when con-
Btruction wae undertaken, numerous revisione were made. In June,
1910, instructions were iseued to esxtend the line east to a
terminue 2t Erowns Lake and surveys were made accordingly.

The line as located and adopted crosees the Big Blaokfoot

River soon after leaving the connection with the C. M, & St. P.
Spur at Bopner, and follows the north bank of the river in a

eneral easterly direction to ite junction with the Clear Water

iver; thence follows the Clear Water River almost dus north for
about 4 miles to a crossing of the river in Mile Thirty-three;
thence swings eaet to Ovando, touching the north bank of the
Big Blackfoot River about 4 miles east of the Clear Water croes-
ing. From Ovando the line swinge south of east to the terminue
at PBrowns Lake.
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The C. M, & St. p Spur wase built
« P, n the Fall of 19
ﬁu:; pricr to the beginning of construction on the Big Elanifgg;
Ailway. A connection wae mads between thie spur and the

Northern Pacific Bonner Mi1l tr
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A8 previously indicated conetruction wae auth
December, 1909, for about 11 miles of line, extendin fgg;z:gﬂin
C. ¥, & St. P, Spur at Bonner, to a connectlon with A. C. M.
}ngging road near Blackfoot Junction. An of fice was established
‘n Honner for the Assistant Engineer in charge of the work, who
reported directly to ¥r. J. R. Tools, President of the Company.
The Assistant Engineer had the usual office force and one Aesident
Fngineer and party. Contract for the grading and culvert work was
let to Clifton, Applegate & Company. Contract for the timber
trestle work was let to D. E. Peppard of Missoula.

When it was decided to extend the line on to Browne Lake
in June, 1810, Clifton, Applegate and Company were awarded the
c¢ontract, who in turn sublet the work above Mile Flasven to the
Wnite Conetruction Company.

Good wagon roads were in existence from Honner to the
connection with the logeing road, but about 2 miles of road were
cpened up above that point, the principal expense of which was
the conetruction of three temporary wagon bridgee aocrocas the
river. The bridges were built with stringers of treees cut from
near by timber on rock filled corib piers, and the floors were of
polea, A hridge wae also bullt acroes the river on Mile Two near
Station 103, his bridge wae of the same construction, with the
exception that the flcor was of plank, which were afterwards used
for sway bracing on the rallway bridges.

The gradi on the firet 11 miles wae moderately heavy,
varying from 1g to 50 thousand cubic yarde per mile, the average
being ahout 33,000. Claesified material predominated, being
atout 20 percent of the total. The grading wae lergely done by
station men with the usual outfit of cars and track. Clifton,
Applegate & Company used a model 40 ¥arion Shovel with 14 yard
care in the heavy cut at Fonner and several cute on Milea Five
and Six, and on Mile Nine.
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In moving the steam shovel from the cut at Ronner to
the work on Mile Five, it was found necessary to disrantle it
and reassemble it at 1te new location. For the other moves the
chovel was not dismantled.

In November, 1210, orders were issued to discontinue
all work, and the Engineering forcee were laid off by the middle
of December. In July, 1911, ordere were lesued to complete the
work to the connection with the logging road, and thie work was
finished in Cctober, 1911. When tgu work wae closed down in
Hovember, 1910, the grading wae pretty well completed on the first
2@ milee., When work was resumed, it wae necessary to complete the

rading on Milee Ten and Bleven, and the spur at Blackfoot
unction. A steam shovel was2 used to take out the cute between
Staticns 720 and 783, and the cut at Station 750 was taken out by
the trap tunnel method.

As previously indicated the plle treatle work was done
Py contract. The plles were cut from the closest timber. The
other material, with the exception of the stringers, wae sawed
in the mill at Bonner and hauled by team to the pointa of use.
The stringers were of coaet fir, shipped by rall to Bonner, thence
hauled by team.

The piere for the Big Blackfoot River croseing on Mile
One wers built by Bates & Rogers Construction Company, and the
steel work erected by the €. M. 3 5t. P. Bridge and Pullding
Department. The foundatione at thle bridge were unusually expen-
sive as the bed of the river was covered with sunken logs, which
interferred with the driving of the cofferdams. This trouble
wae finally overcome by cleaning up the river bottom with an
orange peel dredge. The falesework hare wae knocked ocut twice by
log jams. The Big Blackfoot croseing on the apur connection with
A, C. ¥. logging road, Mile Fleven, wae built by Dibble & Kelly
of Spokane, the material beinz furnished and delivered on the
ground by the Hallway Company.

The line of the Rallway enorcached upon and interferred
with the old highway, necessitating eeveral expenaive changes.

The firet change began about 300 feet to the left of
Station 170 on Mile Three, croseed the Blackfoot River, and con-
tinued up the south side of the river to a peint oppoeite Sta-
tion 228 in Wile Six, where it agaln croseed to the north side
of the river, and to the north side of the track. From thie
point the new road wae graded on the Rallway Company's right of
way tc about Station 495, where it orossad to the south side of
the track and connected with the origimal highway. The right
of way for the new highway wae paid for entirely by the Rallway
Company. Thie change aleoc neceseitated two wagon bridges acroes
the Elackfoot River, the cost of which was borne by the Fallway
Company and Wissoula County on & 50 percent besis. It wae
necessary to construct temporary bridges over the river to oare
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for the traffic until such time as the permanent bridges could be
completed. Theee bridges were of log etringere and crib piers
with plank floore, the plank baigg ueed later for flooring the
permanent bridges. The expense constructing the temporary
bridges wae borne by the Rallway Company. Other changes secondary
in importence were made on Miles Six and Seven, on Mile Nine, Wilse
Ten, and Mile Flevern.

The track material wae unloaded in the material yard at
Bouner. The tiees for the firet 3 milee were cut in the mill at
Bonner and diatributed during track laying. The ties for the
balance of the line wore delivered on she right of way from the
adjoining timber. Track was laid bty hand, he paesing track at
Eonner and ahout a =ile and & half of main line had been laid in
1810, when work wae dilacontinued. Track laying was completed in
the Fall of 1211. The Contractor'e steam shovel wae cut into a
gravel bank on Mile One, and enough ballast distributed and put
under the track to give it a good running surface.

The C. M, & 5t, P, Rallway Company operated this line
acting as Agent for the EBig Blackfoot Company until December 31,
1916. On that date the line was purchased by the C. M, & St, P.
%{. Company, and it is now operated as a part of the Missoule
vieion.
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