L e o E T =

- ———— -

e A T =

173

BELLINGHAM & NORKTHERN RAILWAY
VALUATION SECTIONS WASHINGTON 1, 1A, 1B.

The Bellingham & Northern Fallway, which extendz from
Bellingham, thru Sumas to Glacier, had its inception about 1872
in the construction of a rail line from ccal mines, long since
abandoned, logated about whers the praseant enginehouses and shopse
are situated in Bellinzham, to bunkers at tidewater in the vioin-
ity of Sehome Dook. This line was cne of the firet railroads
built in the Puget Sound Country.

Mr. D. 0. Mille, then of Ban Francisco, later of New York,
who with other San Franoisco men were the operators of the Horshern
Commeroial Company, which was widely known in the trade of the
early daye of Alaska, controlled the operations under which this
railroad originated and had acquired great quantities of land and
ceal and timber properticse in Whatcom County.

The Bellingham Bay and British Columbia Rallroad Compan
was incorporated under the general laws of the State of California
ir 18283, and under thie corporation was built the line from Bell-
ingham to Glaoier. The Waterfromt, cr PBelt Line Railroad, extend-
ing from a connecticn with the Bellingham Eay and British Columbia
in the vicinity of Sehome Wharf to Sgualicum Junotion, was built
by the Bellingham Terminals and Railway Company, also a Califoraia
Corporation, for which articles vere flled in 1509.

By deeds executed on COetober 21st, 1512, both the Belling-
ham Eay and Britieh Columbia Railrosd Company and the Bellingham
Terminals and Railway ﬂﬂmpsmg conveyed their property to the Eell-
ingham and Horthern Eailway Company, a Washingtcon corporation,
under articles f4{led Ootober 17th, 1912, gontrolled by the Chicagoe,
Uilwaukee and 8%, Paul Rallway Ce. This latter company on Decem~
ter 3lat, 1918, conveyed i1ts property to the Chicapo, Milwaukee and
g%, Paul Railway Company, after which time the lines in question
have been operated as the Eelllingham Divislon.

The Bellingham & Northern is lcoated entirely in Whatcoa
ﬂaunty.,Waahingtnn, extending from Bellingham, thru Sumas orn the
International Border, to a terminus at Glaoier,

There is no owned rail conneotion between this line and
the C.Yu.& St.P. tracks. Cars are transferred to Seattle by meane
of car barges operated in connection with car ferry landinge, th=
landine at Belllngham having been established by the Milwaukes
Terminal Ratilway Company in 1512,

Consideration has been glven to matter of makiny rall
connection but nothing has been done to thie eund except that
reconnoissance surveys have been made with view of conneoting
with the Everett Branch at Evorett, Rall oonneéctions may be
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had with main line thru either the Great Horthern or liorthern Pagl-
fic Rallwava.

The rscorde of early surveys ani of construction by the
oeriginal companies are not available and very little information
can be given on thise subjeot.

The town of New Whatoom was platted by the Railway Company
in 1883 and in 1890 the Eellingham Bay and Britieh Columbia ocon-
veyed 1ts holdings, other than rallroad property, to the Bsiling-
ham Bay Improviment Company and thereafter, sc far as reccrds show,
confined itself mainly to comstrueting its railroad to ap=n up
timber, ¢oal and mineral property.

Sometime after the rallroad was incorporated the original
geal mine track was extended as far as Strandell., The date of this
construction is not definitely known but deeds for nmumerous parcels
cf right of way show date of 1889, In the year 1891 thes railroad
was extended from Strandell to Sumas in ordsr that a connection
might be made with the Canadlan Pacifioc and thereby permit of thru
gervice by that Company thru the use of this railroad from Sumas
to Bellingham, and what is now the Great Northern from Bellingham
to Seattle., The Canadian Pacifio's thru frelght service was in-
augurated in sither the latter part of 1891 or the early part of
1892, Their thru passenger service was inaugurated in July 1892,
Inauguration of this thru passenger service was made the oceasion
of a great public celebraticn in New Whatoom and 4t was in antici-
paticn of this, and of future businese, that the Bellingham Bay
and Eritiah Columbia erected 1ts hotel bullding adjacent to its
depot on Railroad Avenue, which building was demolished in 1924,

The owners of the property aleo had in mind & line to
Spokane, and an extension was btuilt from Sumas to Maple Falls in
1901, and in 1902 and 1903 was tullt on to Glagier, Surveys were
also made beyond Glacier, following up the north fork of the Nook-
sack River, orossing the divide and reaching the headwaters of the
Methow River, After some months of investigation and the expen-
diture of ooneiderable money the route was abandoned. The branech
line from Eampton to Lynden was also gonstructed in the year 1903,
The Waterfront, or Belt Line Railrcad in Bellingham, wae bullt in
1909 and 1910 by the Bellingham Terminale and Rallway Company,
and in 1915 and 1916 the Bellingham and Northern Company constructed
the branoh line from Goshen to Kulshan (formerly Welcome). Im 1916
the latter Company also built a conneotion at Sumas with the British
Columbia Electrie Company.

As originally construocted the main line extended from Sehome

Dock easterly thru the now olty of Bellingham, with maximum grade
east bound of 2,53% to Squalicum Junotion, west bound maximum grade
being 2,06%, From Squalioum Junction to ﬁumas the line passed thru
heavily timbered country now cleared and devoted to farming, dairy-
ing and poultry raieing. From Sumas the line olimbs to Hilltop
S8iding, in the visinity of Columbia, on varyving gradss, the maximum
of which is 3.19%, dropping down to the villey of tha north fork

Michael Sol Collection



———— e ——

175

of the Nooksack Hiver, in the vicinity of Maple Falls, following
this valley tc the terminus at Glaocler. The prinoipal ocommodi-
ties handled are logs and foreet products, with some limestone from
Balfour and Limestone Junotion, looated between Sumas and Maple
Falls, destined to the plant of the Olympic-Portland Cement Company
at Bellingham.

The Utah-Idaho Sugar Company have lceated a plant at Bell-
ingham and the raising of s:ﬁar beets in the valley between Bell-
ingham and Sumas, has been added to the agricultural aoctivities,

The line wae originally lald with 1light eteel, some por-
tions of whioh on the heavier Erada. between berton and Hilltop,
having been replaced in 1923 with 85F relay rall from the main line,
The Waterfront, or Belt Line, between Bellingham and Squalicum
Creek, was originally laid with 70# rail and the branch line from
Goshen to Kulshan with 654 rail. The CGoshen-Kulshan Branoh crosses
both the main stream and the north Fork of the Nooksaok River. The
main line likewise croeses the main stream near Everson and the
north fork at Warniock; all crossinge being by means of timber Howe
truss spans.

The Nooksack River and its forks are turbulent mountain
streams, carrying in floocd stages considerable volume of water and
debris, and occasioning great expense in protection work.

The first locomotive used on the Bellingham Division was
one whioh came around Cape Horn in a sailing ehip. It wae ueed by
Mr, M1lls in grading the sand lots in San Franeisco in the early
fiftiee. It had been modernized to some extent and was still in
use as late as 1910, It ia said that Mr, Mille considsred thie
the foundation of his fortune and would not permit it to be scrapped
as long as he was in charge of the railroad,

The Bellingham Divieion is now operated under the super-
vision of a Superintendent with headquarters at Bellingham,
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