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Railroad: Chicago, Milwaukee, St.Paul & Pacific 

Date: September· 8, 1939 

Location: Marion Yard, Iowa 

Kind of accident: Deratlment.- wreckage struck by 
passenger train 

Cut of runaway c",:rs Passenger 

'l'y·ti.i:l number: 107 

127 

28 cars : 9 cars 

Speed: Standing 60-65 m. p. h. 

Operation: Timetable, train orders, and 
automatic block system 

Track: Double; tangent; 0.70 percent 
ascending grade for west-bound trains 

Weather: Clear and dark 

Time: About 12:29 a. m. 

Casualties: 9 injured 

Cause:� Failure of train crew to secure 
properly a cut of cars standing 
on a descending grade. 
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October 23, 1939. 

To the Commission~ 

On September 8, 1939, there was ~ derailment of a runaway 
cut of freight cars on the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and 
Facific Railroad at Marion Yard, Iowa; the derailed cars that 
fouled the adjacent main track were struck by a passenger train, 
resulting in the injury of two passengers, two railway mail . 
clerks, one express messenger, one railroad employee off duty, 
and three railroad employees on duty- The investigation of this 
accident was made in conjunction with the Iowa State Commerce 
Commission. . 

, 
Location and Method of Operation 

This accident occurred on that part of the Iowa Division 
desig~ated as the First Subdivision which extends between Sa­
vanna, Ill~, and Atkins Yard, Iowa, a distance of 103-2 miles. 
In the vicinity of the point of accident this is a double-track 
line over which trains are operated by timetable, train orders, 
and an automatic block system- In Marion yard there are seven 
tracks north of the westward main track which are numbered con­
secutively 1 to 7 from south to north, a spur track known as 
the Stock track which leads northwestward from a point near the 
east switch of No" 1 track, and a taj.l track knovm as Crabapple 
track which extends eastward. from No. 1 track and parallels the 
westward main track a distance of 683 feet. The only protection 
prOVided at the end of this track is a pile of dirt and sand 
about 3 feet high, 8 feet Wide, and from 4 to 6 feet long. A 
crossover from No- 1 track to the eastward main track forms a 
junction between No.1 track and Crabapple track and its west 
switch is normally lined for Crabapple track- The distance be~ 
tween track centers of Crabapple track and the westward main 
track is 14.45 feet. Lead tracks at each end of the yard ex... _ 
tend from track No- 1 to track No- 7- About the center of Mar~ 
ion yard there is the apex of a hill. Approaching the point 
of accident from the west on track No.7, which ha.s a capacity 
of 49 cars, the average grade is, successively, 0.40 percent 
ascending a distance of F,\.l)proximately 960 feet, practically level 
a distance of 600 feet, ann an average of 0-70 percent descend~ 
ing out of track No. 7 along the leao. track and into Crabapple 
track a distance of approximately 2,195 feet to the end of the 
track- Approaching the~point of accident on the westward main 
track there are suc~essively a tangent 339.5 feet in length, a 
1030 1 curve to the left 1~659 feet in length, Rnd a tangent 106 
feet to the point of accident and a considerable distance beyonde 
The average grade on the main track is 0.70 percent ascendinge 
The accident occurred on the westward main track opposite the 
east end of Crabapple track. 












