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PERSONAL
) ’ | October 1, 1945

®

Honorable Leo 7, c'ronlay " a ”
The lUayflower . _ b é
Fashington, Ds Ce.

My dear Mre. Crowleys

I was very esorry to learn of
your plans to retire from Government service s
Jor we of the FBI hgue been deeply apprecic- o
tive of our many friendly and helpful contaots /
with yous, The asststance Yyou have rendered
has been exceedingly valuabdle tn our work B
during the past trying years of war, I do 7
hope that tn your future activities you will
meet with every sucoesa and we, pf course,
stand ready at all’ ttnea to be’ of service.

Fith beat wishes and kind regards,

Sincerely pours,

NOTE}
Address and salutation per moute preview
mailing list,.

ErBSREERERRRRENEN
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 ment service in the earl
" the New Deal, when the

thif President. He sald alsp t
B the inception of FDIC “thers
been virtually no loss to

4 tor in an instred bank.”
e President, accepting the g~
nation, told Mr. Crowley thal he

Crom;s Resignation
Ac{epled by Truman

sident Truman today epteﬂl
the fresignation of Leo T. owley.
as lorelgn economic administrator
and as & member of the board of the
Federal Deposit Insuranee Corp.

The resignation, ¥nnounced yes-
terday by Mr. Crowley 18 effective
October 15, Mr. Croyley holds
&even other Government .offices and
the White House sald he salso is
giving them up. ’

Mr. Crowley came into Govern-
¥y days of
FDIC was
set up, and in resigning he told the
President that there are now 60,000,~
000 Insured accounts In the Nation's
banks, .‘

“The Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. could liguidate today, refm-
burse the CGovernment the money
1t Invested plus a dividend of 22
per cent and return every penny
of the assessments the banks pald
the corporation,” Mr. Crowley wrote

could -only say, “Well done.”

‘:::ng-csi\ tf‘g
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PHILADKLPEYA
T T Hovesber 25, 1947

Hon, T, Vincent Quimm
Assigtant Attorney General
Department of Justice
l'uhi.ngtcn 25, De 0.

Dsarlr.m.‘lnu . . .
wmomcdmmdimmm

chm:mmmmgsmrwmugm

Corporation and Standard (as and Electric Co.y Mre 1eo T,
m,atmmtmnimno!thnamrdof
nmco..mmmmmmmm
*tap® his telephone wires and that a number of priva
detectives have besn mut on his trail, Mr. Cromley '
indigated that the matiar should be brought to tha atten~

tion of the appropriate Goverment agency for investigation,

Since M. Crowley disavowed any inferenoce that this
Gm:aimwuvdiunployeuhdnwthingtodoﬁth
the maoctices complained of, thncund.ad.mdounnt
consider that it lioniithin its duties mpemib:u.ttis

to investigate Mr, Crowley's charges in this respect. We,

' thmfm are bringing this mtter to your attention and

t0 you harewith the ralevant portions of the
mmﬁmwmgmwhuﬁuform
considgration,

Yuytru]:mi,_

-
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o L koaistant 1t.torney aamw. T, ?imar:t. Quinn B . denuary 14, 1948

' FReMiDirector, MI o SRR - .
VRNORT PERSOR-SUSPRCTED OF TAPPIVG PEILDTROIE A .- . )
wmm QF LEO TEALCILTY, CUIZMG OF Til BOwD b?c, .
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: In your rc*‘.bmn'}.m et Jm.a-f ?, .d} ’,", yo rnorm«c T?,,.PC“O:L.»,
your ﬁle nuber 113-C, this Purosu = reipeatid o jnlorvicw lre e Te Cro.._.y,
Chalrnm of tha Tonrd of the Stendard Car end Flsedtic Compery’, rojarding sintom o
ponts which he nxd2 Curing @ Sdeuriides s,..c..aora fomfesion hourlng to tho crrq'g-

.. “¢hat en st¥emt had bacn vads to tep his t.elm‘.a I e P 'Iou stato In your o

. -~ pozorandum that an aticrys to t0p Hr, (‘\w:}.e_r"* wires would mot eoastiluie &°
violation of a Pédersl statuda but noverihaloss recuost thet ‘this Buremm inde
viow Yr, Crovley to oscocalin whothar there a3 ry unomdiworizsd 1“tcrcan*ion of
‘any tolephono \,mvs,. & .,vnu, and subesquont uny pade of tho fntereeptad ¢omve r"a-_
tions, such oz weld cono within the p‘;*é’::ibitiona of Scction €05 of tha Co:m:mi-"_;._.f
catiovm Aot (47 L..«_, :»))- _ . - R
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saalstent Attorney General T, Vincenb Quimm = = - ’ ,
- L B ,‘..‘.' b |
anis Durees has bsen sdvisod in the past by the Crirdnal Division

. of the Department of Justice 3hat violations of Segtion 405, Title 17, of the.

Corundeations Act mmd Section 605, Title 47, ore within the Jurisdicilon of. . .
tha Federal Commmicaticrs Commission and phowld be investigatod that ageney.
A yecent case in point is thet which was discussed wit then
foafatant Chdef of the Criminel Divisicn of 4hs Depowtmant, on Aurnat 27. 1947
when certaln elleret 1 worw xade to the effec” ~°- -« - ° - ' -
~_tha $alephone ¢*
The loparbtrent 8C7ISeC A F OONDRECTLION AT LI1S Luredd saoxsu - . -
Jurisdiotion and that tha zaticr was boing referred Yy the Crimingl Divieion &«
the Federal Cormunicatlone Gonilsslons . o - oak iae oo
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Lot Therefere, An view of yoar etzlexent in referenco pemo: adken to the
effoch that the atierpt to tep My, Crovieyts wires would not conotitete 8
 violation of a loderal statute, co ~1od with the Noperizentte provicus ruling -
“that invostigative jJuriscicilon over vicletiona of the Commnicstions Lot 28
lodesd with the Federz) Cermnications Comrleoalon, this Iures doa3 not conteme o
plate interviewing ¥re Ico TJ Crovdey seonrding this vettore Ib i3 sugpested Lod
 theb you rzy wish to refer this xatter to tho Toderz) Carrnieations Coomisclony!
_and Y en eccordingly retwraing to you the tetier iiich you soczived CoordiR -

<GB, coicd lovorbsy 25, 1Y47, noguilor With tln Lrenseript el tho rertiront

Securities Fschanre Comnibuicn hoavingds - 3o L£epy oF this dmmooriph ds beoing
‘yetnined by this Burezi. It 3m fusliher surperted that oinee ihe athoritiss from
_ tho Securftles Exchesge Cowdszlen, oo refleclod A uhelr agotivitics iZn the .
. eforcroniioned hearin~, do neY gppuar to krow which Govormwent agency v'ould have

tnagotigative jurisdiction over elleged wire tepning rstlory, jon right desiro f0.

eddrons o lotier to thut ecvacy advising thea that such Jurisdiction lies with

Y
- .

" . tho Foderal Ccreanlostions fomdlssion, - - . - X U

l Prelosures.

-

handling technical surveillancer
Yo sed that Bureau records do not reflect th_at any such awwillg:_me arerm.'-li-h

tained by the Bureau on Mr. Crovley.) i - . _ SR
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T0: MR. ROSEN | _ 1/19/48

o QN &

SUBJRECT: UNKNOWN PERSONS,SUSPECTFD OF TAPPING TELEPHONE
: WIRES OF LEO_T.ZCROWIEY, CHATRVAN OF THE EOARD
OF STANDARD GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

A
\
The memorandum from the Criminal Division dated January 8, 1948,// 7 v
Departmental file TVQ:AFOsHD, 113-0, was discussed with Mr. Peter Rrown, RN
First assistant in the Criminal Vivision, on January 17, 1248. ’

Mr. Brown after examining the Tepartmental memorandum of January
8, 1¢48 and the enclosures in this case advised that such memorandum had
been directed to the Bureau in error aznd that the investigation should
properly be handled by the Federal Communications Commigsion since it
involved a wire tapping investigation, He requested that the original
of the letter from the Department dated Jamary £, 1048 be returmed to hin
and digregarded by this Tureau as he intended referring the matter to
rederal Comrunicaticons Commission.

¥r. Brown's request was complied with and a copy of the original
rnemorandum {rom the Department dated Jamary 8, 1948 with a copy of a letter

{rom *to ¥r. Quinn dated November 25, 1¢47 is attached to :
this memorandum ancé being made a matter of record in the files, . X
pt< o |
L]

Attachment

SU'L o " ’
- . " ‘gﬁo %
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o % The T!irectoz", Federal Rureau of Investigation January 8, 1948
' ' D TWQ:AFO:HD
T. Vincent Ouinn, Assistant Attorney General 113-0 '

Fromd Criminal Division

Unknown Persons susbected of tapping telephone
wires of leo T. Crowley, Chairman ol the Board
of Standard Gag and Flectrlc Company. - :

The attached copy of a letter dated November 25, 1947,
from the Secretary, Securities and Exchange Commission, and the
copy of porticns of the transcript of s hearing before an Examiner
of the Cormission, indicate that Mr, Yeo T. Crowley, Chairman of.

 the Board ofkhe Standard Gas and Electric Company, stated during
the hearing that. an attempt had been made to tap his telephcne
‘NlI‘ES-

Although an attempt to tap M¥r, Crowley's wires would not
constitule a violation of a Federal Statute, it is requested that
Mr, Croviley be interviewed to ascertain whether there vas any un-
authorized interception of any teleph-ne conversations, and any use
made of the intercepted conversations, such as would come within
the prohibitions of Section 605 of the Communications Act, (47 USC 605.)

Enclosure No, 379818

Attached:
Letter and Transcript
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Chicqo, Mﬂwuukee, St. Pnul and Pacific Raﬂro-d Comv ; -
mmrm-mm . IZ ]
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Lxo T. M.‘fu.-a S | s Novembaer 19, 19?5,3: ?l .,.E{
) Choioman . . !Er (‘?ﬂ_r _;_ —
. \ Mo 1 e ey

Personal & Confidential N

B Dear Xdgar:-

I listened with great attention and much interest i

estimony before the Senate Committee last Tuesday and at its conclu- / .
sion could not but feel how very fortunate the country is in having you . "/
as Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. '
. After many years of experience in Washington I can per-

haps better appreciate than people that have not been associated with
Government the excellence of your attestation, particularly with re-

gard to its forthrightness and preciseness. To say that I was quite

thrilled is perhaps putting it mildly,

I have always been one of your countless admirers and
1 feel it would be remiss on my part if in extending my felicitations
on the great credit your testimony this week brought to the Bureau
I did not add the personal sentiment and say that my admiration has
increased a thousandfold. Qur Government has little to fear while _
men of your sterling character are watching its interests, N
. : - P - SR S T 1 ﬁ
l

v o

JH

=

J. Edgar Hoover, Elq. "3,, g
Director, Fedéral Bureau of Inva -tig’ation
T United States ﬂd)f,tt CW ult.ite Btuldxng
Walhi.ngton. D. C. AR
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Noveader 25, 1953
"'- -
{ _ - 4 /d// 75#7 4
Honorable Leo T. Crowley : o
Chairman of the Board ' [T
Chtoayo, MNilwaukee, St. Poul ond //; v
SR

Paoifie Ratlroad Company
Union Statiom Building
Chiecago 8, Illinots

Decr Htipogvo iay:
I oannet begin to tell you how groteful I

am for your thoughtful letter of Nouvember 19, 1953,
= =5 -~

and the kind words 18 contatned regarding my tpsEmony
- M

on the Harry Dexter W¥hites case, Your fauqrabll A
=

comments meGn & great deal to me, aond I un noSt_n

appreciatiuve,
Sinberely yours,

-3;;54-;}4f:,"?

Correspordent 18 a'former Alien Property Custodian.

HOG- ‘-q
E8e Wy

NOTE -
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October 19, 1962

61 _ —
//}/ S A= 79478 —¢

= [y
Honorable Leo T. Crowley . z =
Chairman of the Board _ -
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and =
Pacific Railroad Company ms
Union Station Building .= !
Chicago 6, Illinois 'L o= / /
Dear Leo: @G, Re w) / e_,g_/._....,,...“,- 2 5

Your letter of the 15th has been recelved,
and I want to thank you for your very kind comments
concerning my speech at the National Convention of The

An‘)erican‘ Legion. Your expression of support 15 deeply

appreciated.
Sincerely,
_ ‘ Edgar
MAICED L9
0CT191962
COMM:FBE

NOTE: A reference card maintained in the Crime Research Section
indicates Mr. Crowley is addressed on a first-name basis There has -
been previous correspondence with him

ao

Tolson - . L \ ' : :
Belmont - ; 30 “ a!- - -

E g 3R ) RV
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ZHICAGES, ML JKEE, ST. PAUL AND PACIFI. _&ILROAD Cow¥ %NY

3
— UNIQHN BTATICH BUILDING !

CHICAGO 6, ILLINOCIS

LEG T. CROWLEY Oct. 15, 1962

CHAIRMAN OF THE BODARD

/

My dear Edgar:

I just finished reading your address

to the American Legion and I wish every American

could read this talk, It is most inspiring and in

keeping with your great record as a public servant
and as a citizen,

I hope you will be able to continue
to help us in our tirme of need,

Kindest personal regards,

67\,/6,0,

Leo T. Crowley

Hon, J. Edgar Hoover
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S, Department of Justice

incerely, M‘J
AT = &
e

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
A
er.
M.
< Mr.
M
M.
Mr.
Mr.
AMr.

N

Washington 25, D.C. REC. Gléa"?f . 77¢ '7(,? - 6’

ey Se——

EX‘IOZ to ¥AR 1 1963
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CHicAGo, M AUKEE, 5T. PAUL AND PACIFIC RAILROADR € \!‘AN
~ 874 UNION BTATION BUILDING -t o AR-“p.’Jr
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS — 80808 ! | M caravan.
ST My Cope -
LEG T. CROWLEY, CHAIRMAN )
FINANCE :COMMITTEE Dec, 1, 1964 Mr. Evan:
Mr. Gzl
. { Mr. Rosen_.
Mr. Falliva;
Mr. Tavel __
Moo Teotter, o
Personal
_— Tele. Ttoom.
Wl s+ tldmes.,
Miss Gandy_.....
Dear Edgar: -

I have followed the press and commentators
very carefully the last three weeks and I hope that you do
not let their comments disturb you too much,

A person who has been as courageous and
as firm as you bave been for so many years, naturally
has some opposition to his policies. Knowing you for
as many years as I have and knowing the great contribution
you have made to the F,B.I. and to your country, and the
contribution you have made to safeguard us from people who
would like to destroy us, I sincerely hope you do not let
this bother you and that you continue to be the same fine
person you have been for the last forty years.

=~

[ U——

U
The country owes you a great deal of
{ itud dlI i i
: gratitude and I write you this letter after my years of (‘,
experience in Washington, knowing the contribution you have ~
made,

Good luck and with kindest regards.
Sincerely,

Leo T. Crowley

<)
Hon., J. Edgar Hoover Reb- - é,’z - 79’7 8- 7

Director '
Federal Bureau of Investigation /> I’
Washington, D.C. Cr
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Belmonl — ———
Maht o— —

Deleach

Cazpe

Callakan - _

Conrad <

Evans
Gale
Raosen

Sullivan

Tavel
Trotle
Tele.
Hulmes
Garndy

REC- 43 December 4, 1964

£ Vo Z A

¢~ <Y Honorable Leo T. éjrowley
A Chafrman of the Board
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul ' -
and Pacific Railroad Company
Union Station Bullding
Chicago, Ilnois 608086

¢
-
-

I4d
A00N OHIOV I -1 034

S ¢

Dear lLeo:

It was typically thoughtful of you to write on
December 1st and to comment as you did concerning the
statements I made at my recent press conference. Knowing
that I have your support means a great deal to me and i3 a
continulng source of inspiration.
With every good wish,
Bincerely,

Edgar

NOTE: Mr. Crowley is known to the Director on a first-name basis.

i3

1

Hﬁmf 1 Eﬁiu:wpz uait

p. 33



April 18, 1972

=——aaa "~

I was indeed sorry to learn of Leo's pass-
ing and extend my heartfelt sympathy to your sisters, '
your brother and you. I know you will derive solace
from the knowledge that hiis life, dedicated ac it
was to the service of mankind, will be a continuing
source of inspiration to all who were privileged

to know Lim,

( Sincerely yours, L////’ (:}

/[Nc SURE J. Edgar Hoovar@

. LG e T '
1 ilwaukee 0‘3\?,_ ;?__ “, -,/’\/’/‘/ _—
eBuca} 4/17/72 and urcal same date.,Y: — ———

NOTE: Mr. Crowley was known to the Director on a 80 ApR 19 1972
first-name basis and Bufiles show cordial relations

over the yvears. The Milwaukee ice advises he lived = oo
with a SiSterWnd is also survived

by three othe a brother. . X '
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Leo Crowley,

By Martin Weil

Washington Post Biaf! Wriier

Leo T. Crowley, 82, one of
the most influential federal
executives in Washington
during World War Il when
he held nine government
posts and supervised all for-
eign économlic dealings, died
yesierday in Madison, Wis.,
where he resided. -

I

Mr. Crowley died in St. I

Mary’s Hospltal where he:
had undergone abdominal
surgery.

As head of the Foreign
Economic Administration
from 1943 to 194%, he pre-
sided over an agency that
had at its disposal about $35

Ujon, including authoriza-

ons for lend-lease.

In addition, as alien prop-

ty custedian, from 1842 to

, the onetime grocery
store dellvery boy was in
charge of seized enemy ' as-
sets worth many millions.

A successful businessman
who took np pay in his gov-
ernment jobs, Mr. Crowley
also helped organize the
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp., and served as its
chalrman from 1934 to 1645,
The corporation guarantees
bank deposits.

“Leo Crowley is one of
the best administrators in or
out of government’ said
President Franklin D, Roos-
velt on appointing him to
- one of his nine posts,
“WENTUmne,” said Presi-

L
i

. LEO T. CROWLEY

dent Harry §. Truman in

1945 when Mr. Crowley re- .

signed all his government
jobs to retu.rn to private
life. .- -

Accordlng‘ to some " AC-

© counts, Mr. Crowley left the

government after a dispute
with Mr. Truman over the
ending of lend-leasge, .

In the first volume of his
memolrs, published in 1855,
Mr., Truman charged that
Mr. Crowley was guilly of
policy-making in his termi-
nation of the aid program.

Some experts have sought
to link the end of the pro-

ENCLUSURE V4 ; 79 778

gram fo the activation of
post-war Soviet suspicion of
the U.S.

In his memeirs, Mr. Tru-
man sald Mr. Crowley and
acting Secretary of State Jo-
seph C. Grew had him sign
# document on May 8, 1845,
the day of Germany's Bur-
render, ordering a cuiback
in lend-lease.

Mr, Truman said he was
told that the document had
been approved by President
Roosevelt but not signed by
him before his death -on
April 12,

Mr. Crowley denled the
ctharge of policy-making, and
asserted that he was acting
on the intent of Congress
end lend-lease as soon as
war wes over,

‘He also said, In a 1969 1
terview, that on March
when Mr, Roosevelt Jeft
Washington for Warm
Springs, Ga., where he dled,
the President told him to be

_sure to stop lend-lease.

“We were getting down o
the tail end of the war and
he didn't want me to let a
lot of contracts run four or
{ive years and not have any
way of paying for them ex-
cept out of our owmn coun-
{ry's pocketbook,” Mr, Crow-
ley said.

After the war, Mr, Crow-
ley served from 1945 to 1870

as chalrman of the board of

the Chicago, Milwaukee, S5t
Paul & Psdﬂc Raj,],mnd.«&
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sao—tim of his death, he
was chairman of the Wiscon-
isn Puhlic Service Corp. of
Green Bay.

From 1939 to 1947, he was
chairman of the Chicago-
based Standard Gas and
Electric Co., &nd for many
years had been president of
General Paper & Supply
Co., a family enterprise.

He head also been chair-

. man from 1942 to 1948 of the
Philadelphia Co. apnd a
director for many yearls of
severzl other companies,

An active Roman Catholie
layman, Mr. Crowley held
thg titles of Papal Knight
of St. Gregory and Knight
Cipmmander of the Order of
Pé)e Phus IX.

orn in Milton Junction,
Wis., he delivered groceries
85 a boy to help support
eight fatherless brothers
and sisters, worked his way
through the University of
Wisconsin (Phi Beta Kappa),
and became owner of the
grocery. )

Shortly after graduation,
he had alse become presi-
dent of General Paper and
Supply, and then moved Inta
banking and insurance. As
owner of severzl Wisconsin
banks during the Depres-
slon, he organized and
headed the Wisconsin Bank-

- ing Review Board.

His work in restoring the

health pf Wisconsin’s depres-
sion-stru backs brought

him to the attentioRprmf
Reosevelt, who named him
to head the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corp. and who
came increasingly to rely on
him in financial matters.
In 1943, Mr. Roosevelt

turned to Mr. Crowley to .

end one of the bitterest

feuds of his wartime admin- .

istration.

The feud, withk conserva-
tive versus Uberal over
tones, pitted conservative
Secretary  of Commerpe

Jesse H. Jones against lib-

eral Vice President Henry
A, Wallace, head of the
Bureae of Economic War.
fare, in a quarrel ow
stockpiling of strategic m
terials.

Mr. Roosevelt resolved

by abolishing Mr, Wallace's '

bureau, scolding both par-
ticipants, and creating a new
Office of Economic War-
fare under Mr. Crowley.

Later, the ,office was
merged with lend-lease and
relief agencies to become
the Foreign Economic Ad-
ministration, also headed by
Mr. Crowley,

A witty, white-haired
bachelor, Mr. Crowley, who
lived here at the Mayflower
Hotel, used to take t{wo
compartments on his train
trips to Wisconsin. One was
for him, the other was
filled with presenis for 17
nieces and nephews,

Survivors inciude a bro-

ther and four sis :

!
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#Hnited Btates Bepartment of Iuatice

Mr,

Mashington, 8. . Mr.

_ Mr.

December 1, 1944 Mr.

. { Mr.

| - - Ml’.

MEMORARDUM FOR MR. LADD Mr.

- Mr.

RE: WLEY . Mr.

) - ’ b7C— Tel
This is to call your atvention to information appearing

in the report of Special AgentTdated Noveggi; /E;a

1944, at Milwsukee, Wisconsin, entitled X'Wisconsin State gfnferedce wmis
qgﬂgggial_Leﬁlalaiigw, Internsal Security‘~ C," reflecting that the
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captioned individual who is Administ tor_oi‘_,the Foreign Economic Adminis-

tr

way associating with these individuals and it merely appears that
utilizing their aid in behalf of the cahdidacy of President Roosevelt/_j

ERED. 33.7.,108—/ I‘

There was nothing to indicate that Kr. Crowley was in any other
e was -
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NOTE: A check with Genseral Indices of this Buréau has QIa-
closed numerous references to the name but. nothing to
{ndicate the date and place of birth of the individual

" inquired.- aboutﬁk-lt ‘should bU'pointad outr however _that

- Leo Crowley.was,

):i Economi¢ Admin tration Agencx and later Chairman of - the v

Board of Stan

62- 79&78
100- 337108_

' Origiqal to Cer ral Office, Haﬁhing&og,,g g:
Raques ' 1ve October 2, 1853\ i
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